CHARMING STUDENTS INTO A
SERIES

Presen’rers- Kathleen Decker- Principal
Christine Herbert- Magnet Theme Coordinator



Are your k i S S er"i ousS I Y rea d i ng ?

\re they really finishing books?

Do they
read on

gl their own?



The Problem:

Students read a lot of information today in short bursts.
They change channels and multi-task.

To develop good reading comprehension we want them
to sustain interest and finish the novels that they start
reading.

As soon as they are done we want them to have the
desire to read another.

Some classroom teachers are not familiar with current
book series choices.

Most teachers have a wide range of levels in their
rooms.



Our Solution

Have all students read complete series of books.

Change one of our Explorations classes to be a
book series class for 1% grade.

Have individual goals and rewards.
Establish grade level benchmarks for success.

Have all staff members participate for a common
mission throughout the school.
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The Percent at Risk is determined by our benchmark of
Scoring below 85% on the quiz that they take.

2011-2012

2012-13
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7,584

Results!

AR Points 2008-9

Grade 1 0
Grade 2 290
Grade 3 1,301
Grade 4 1,380
Grade 5 1,559
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12,961

11,510

49,935

53,310




100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

State Exam Resulis
B

Bracken Magnet Reading and Science Proficiency

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

mmm 3rd Grade Reading
mmm 4th Grade Reading
[ 5th Grade Reading
B S5th Grade Science

——Linear (4th Grade Reading)



What we had to do first:

Have everyone just start with one series.
Purchase 16 books to get everyone started.
Teach a mini book club class to get them started.
Get everyone involved including parents.

Stick to the series idea — tricky at first but it will
pay off!

Be flexible — you are changing bad habits for older
kids. The younger grades are the easiest to start!
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October 23, 2009

I am hoping that many of you have heard
from your children about their “Novel Explo” class that has
begun this year. The purpose of the Novel Explo is to have
children read a series of books so that they improve
comprehension and become better readers. All of the
children selected from their top 3 choices and should be
able to read the book that they were assigned
independently. We are also hoping that they read the book
and go back to their assigned teacher for another. The
children are buzzing around school talking about their
favorite character and book. This is exactly what we were
hoping to accomplish. There are a lot of new really
exciting children’s series today and we hope that you get
the chance to get excited about hearing these stories from
your child. The classes with the teacher will begin in the
second trimester—however the work has begun so that the
explo class runs more like a book club where they will
complete activities and have fun with the theme of their
book.

As always we are open to parent
suggestions. This is new for us and we know that
adjustments are sometimes needed. Please take the time to
talk to your child about the book and even explore the
website for the book that may have additional activities. If
you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Decker
Principal

Lk

By
* KEVES




Welcome to Adventures of Flat Stanley !

I hope that wvou are well rested and ready to
explore some adventures with Stanlev and mel We
are ready to hlast 1into space, travel to Mount
Fushmore, be a Japanese HMNinja and so much morel
Begin vour journey by reading all about how
mtanley hecame flat and how he used this to his
advantage! When wvou complete this hook, take an
AR test! When wvou pass the AR test, travel to
Foom 10 fto receive vour next bookl

Your first task 1= an easy one...Get vyour
crayvons or markers ready! You will bhe coloring
Flat Stanley anvway vou would like, so that he
1z ready to go out on his first journey! Your
second task 1s even easier! Start thinking of
yvour favorite sports team, or company that makes
vour favorite snacks, or even your favorite
place to travel. like Legoland! We will soon
hegin sending Stanley on some Journeyvs of our
ow | Just like &Stanley Lamhchop there’s nothing
we can’t dol

Sincerely,

Flat Stanley and Ms. Luttinen ©




Hi little Dude. You DeAndre Caruthers are in my Explo Class for
the very awesome novel Shredderman. Ok, chill out, I know you are
excited but you will make Mr. Harris feel had if you are not as

excited for him! So,if vou haven't figured it out vet, I am Mr. Green.

That principal of yours was very convincing—she told me that she
vould not take no for an answer. 5o [ am your new teacher and I
don't even live in Las Vegas. We will be working together through
the mail. You will have to go to the office to turn in your things and
get new hooks from Miss Fabiola. Enough about me, time to itune in
io vour first challenge. I know you will he ahle io hammer this out
quickly.

Read the book—if you don’t you will be totally lost in
this class!

Now, open your eyes and pay attention. Go to http://

.randomhouse.com/kids/vandraanen/
shredderman/hacked/index hacked.html

Help Shredderman unhack the site—it is a total mess!
Mrs. Decker put a link up on the Bracken novel page to the site.

Sohve the puzzle on the other side of this letter to get the site back
to normal.

Bring your solved puzzle page and the finished boolk 1 to the
office and youwill get book 2—shred on little Dude!

Give

them the

I ]

" book
N ¢
crecative

way!



GO BRACKER AGRET

|||||||

You have successfully completed
reading the Shredderman Series!

T'his certificateis awardsd to:

carson Herbert

For heing an awes ome Senes Feader




Nancy Drew

Teacher: Verchick
Q“OO..O D

Flat Stanley

Teacher: Luttinen

K 233 ‘..........O..... EEEREE

Chet Gecko

Teacher: Watters




Have a reward system set up for
con5|sienc
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http: / /www.fitnessfinders.net /



Rewards




Now what we do

Have staff members select the series that they are
able to promote.

Have the teachers buy the books and store them in
the classroom. Currently we purchase 6 of each
title.

Prepare bookmarks for keeping track of the series.

Prepare facebookmarks for the staff to track who is
reading their series.

Prepare the Website for kids to become familiar
with the choices.



List all 5

eries Completed this year

Victoria Zier

DeMott
Room #19

Series Book Mark
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Ways to Organize Books




Ways to Organize Bookmarks




Keeping Tracking of Books

Face bookmarks
Sign out sheets/binders
Book Retriever App on lpad ($.99)

\IiCtoria Zier m Apple Donuts | Halloween Football Howling Map Blizzard SkiLodge

DeMott
Room #19

Series Book Mark







Contact Information

Inves‘rlgahng Our Changing World

Walter Bracken STEAM Academy

1200 N. 27 Street
Las Vegas, NV. 89101
702-799-7095

http://schools.ccsd.net/bracken/

Katie Decker
Principal
Christine Herbert
Magnet Theme Coordinator
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